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Applicant's election with traverse of Group I in the reply filed on 10/10/2008 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that there is no serious burden on the 
Examiner to examine the separate inventions. This is not found persuasive because 
there are two totally different inventive concepts drawn to increasing friction as well as 
decreasing friction. Both a classified search as well as a word search involve totally 
different search strategies. Since claims 1 16-125 in fact depend from non-elected 
group II they are hereby withdrawn. As noted by Applicant claims 87-91 are drawn to 
features of the non-elected invention and thus they are withdrawn as well. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Mendelsohn 
et al. (U.S. Patent 4,134,883). 

Mendelsohn et al. show in Figure 2 a drive element 8 for a handrail 4, a drive 
motor 13 connected to the drive element and a material pairing between the drive 
element and handrail which anticipates the claimed 0.95 friction coefficient. See 
Column 6. 

Re claim 53, shown is a drive wheel 9. 

Re claim 54, the wheel is disclosed as being metal and a tire 22 is shown. 
Re claim 55, wheel 22 is a friction body arranged on a hub. 
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Re claim 56, the disclosed material is expandable. 

Re claims 60 and 61 , the contact surface of the driving element 8 is of a fiber 
structure. 

Re claim 62, see column 3, lines 60-65. 
Re claim 64, see Figure 2 for the claimed approximate width. 
Re claim 65, shown is a flat contact area between the handrail and drive 
element. 

Re claim 67, the drive element contacts a lower are of the handrail. 
Re claim 68, lateral areas are covered as is broadly claimed. 
Re claim 69, see Figure 1 for a plurality of drives laterally arranged. 
Re claim 71 , there is positive interaction. 
Re claim 73, see Figure 2 for the claimed profile. 

Re claim 81 , the claimed coefficient of friction is fairly taught by Mendelsohn et 

al. 

Re claims 83-86, see Figure 2. 

Re claim 92, different surfaces would inherently have different roughness. 
Re claim 94, the handrail has a slide surface. 
Re claim 95, shown is a u-shaped recess. 

Re claims 106 and 107, shown are reinforcing elements in the handrail. 
Re claim 114, elastomeric materials are disclosed. 

Re claim 127, drive motor 13 is actively connected to the drive element and the 
claimed material pairing is taught. 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 57-59 and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mendelsohn et al. in view of llledits et al (U.S. Patent 6,971 ,497. 

Mendelsohn et al. do not disclose the use of an inflatable tire. However, shown by 
llledits et al. is such an inflatable tire 4.1 . To use such on Mendelsohn et al. would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as the inflation feature would allow for 
adjusting the friction force between the tire and handrail. 

Claims 63, 70, 72, 82, 93, 96-105 and 108-113 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James R. Bidwell whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6910. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford, can be reached on 571-272-691 1 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/James R Bidwell/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3651 

12/02/2008 



